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I am a 22 year old lady doing medicine at the above mentioned university. I am now in my third
year second semester and the programme lasts for five and half years. I come from a family of four
and I am the third born. I am grateful to God that I have made it this far; it was really a long journey
for me to get here.

I started form one at Empandeni high school, but unfortunately the well-wisher who had offered
to pay for my fees started facing financial challenges and he could not afford the fees, so I had to
drop out. I stayed at home for a few months before a relative who was working as a cook at
Thekwane high school offered to take me in. So I did my secondary and high school education at
Thekwane high school in Plumtree. However my main challenge especially during my secondary
school was for my parents to raise enough money for my fees. From Form One to Three, I was a
day scholar but for my Form Four I had to join the other students in the hostels as my parents
thought I needed more time to study and have a chance to discuss with my classmates, which was
very true. However, my parents had problems paying for my fees. I registered 5 subjects in June
and passed all of them, but because I had not paid fees in full, the school had to withhold my results
and they were only going to release them to me on the condition that I pay my fees in full. I
registered also for the remaining subjects in November and passed with good symbols. However
it took me long to be able to collect my results because of financial issues. When I went to collect
my results, I was advised to apply for the Budiriro bursary which covered only advanced level.
Fortunately I was awarded the bursary, hence my high school years were far much better as I did
not have to worry about my school as well as registration fees for exams. I finished my A level in

2014 and got 14 points. I was so worried though because I knew that even if my parents would
have wanted me to go to university, they could not afford the fees because my mother is a single
parent and she also had to provide for the whole family. Fortunately I was advised to apply for
assistance through Ms. Mkwanazi and I was so lucky to be one of the students who got the
assistance. I also got admitted at NUST for medicine, and well, my dreams were finally becoming
true. Now my tuition and accommodation fees are well taken care of.
The most amazing thing is that I actually was lucky enough to get a dedicated sponsor. Her name
is Mrs. Sheila Swift. She is the one who takes care of both my tuition and accommodation fees
and is currently based in the US. She is such an amazing woman and is like a mother to me. Below
I have attached one of her pictures.

She does not only offer me financial support but she treats me like her very own daughter. She is
always there to encourage me and give me strength; encouraging me never to give up. She is
always willing to listen to whatever I would want to talk about. We have become so close that we
share both good and bad news all the time. Above all, my mum loves God and she inspires me to
do well all the time. For someone of her age I understand how much of a sacrifice it is what she is
doing for me. I have actually learnt that at any time in life one can always have something to give
to someone. You can never be too young or too old to help someone. This is a lesson that I will
never forget in my whole life! Mrs. Swift has taught me that giving is not all about having in
excess; but it is about being determined to give.
This scholarship has helped me a lot in different areas of my life. It has given me the key to my
future. There is nothing that can give you peace as a student more than knowing that your fees are
being taken care of. I am really not sure how I can show my appreciation to all the sponsors that
are doing all this for us students. To think that these people actually sacrifice whatever they have
just to make sure we have a bright future, wow, it is just amazing. It is one thing that brings a smile
on my face just knowing that someone somewhere cares that much. This has taught me that giving
is not all about having in excess, but it is about identifying the need and being determined to give.
This is a lesson that I am never going to forget.
I am now doing introduction to clinical clerkship and we are learning how to interact with patients
and how to ask the right questions in order to be able to make the right diagnosis. It is really
interesting to get to understand how some of the diseases come about as well as how they can be
treated. My greatest wish has always been to be able to give back to the community and I have that
strong feeling that this is a step in the right direction.

I have also been encouraged to try and give something to anyone in need, no matter how small I
may think it is. I am now actively involved in activities to do with charity work. I am part of the

Christian Medical Fellowship in Zimbabwe. Besides fellowshipping together, we also give
ourselves time to visit old people’s homes and hospital to donate whatever we have to those
patients. I never knew how good it feels to bring a smile on someone’s face until now. It just gives
you that feeling of being useful to the people around you. I am also the praise and worship leader
in this organization and that has improved my leadership qualities a lot.

I have also gained a lot of confidence through the various meetings that have been organized by
this organization. I now believe in myself and I am confident to go for whatever I want in life. Last
semester I applied for the sub-warden post at the student residency and my interview was
successful. As the sub-warden I was given my own room and I do not have to pay for my
accommodation this semester. I am sure the money that was supposed to pay for my
accommodation fees for this semester can be used to assist somewhere. Being a sub-warden
involves interacting with higher authorities like the vice chancellor, the dean of students, the
director of residency as well as the bursar. This has also boosted my confident a lot.
Besides schooling, I also enjoy hanging out with friends, chatting and playing games. I also like
singing and I do that a lot during my spare time. I sometimes read motivational books like gifted
hand and licensed to date (by Dr. C. Mapfumo). These encourage me a lot and give me the zeal to
continue aiming for greater things. Below are photos of me and my friends.

We do not have long periods of attachment in medicine as we will be spending most of our time
in the wards especially from our fourth year. During our fourth year however we will go for
around 2 weeks of rural attachment in a district hospital. In fifth year we also go for a month
attachment in any hospital of our choice, even if it is out of the country. This is just to get used to
working in different environments before we sit for our final exams. I will be sitting for my final
exams around November-December 2020 and the graduation is around October 2021. After
graduating I will first go for two years internship after which I will be now able to do my own
practice. My goal is to be a cardio-thoracic surgeon and be able to establish my own surgery. I
also want to be able to spare some time for the medical students so that I can pass on the
knowledge that I would have gained. I always get inspired by the senior doctors who actually
leave their own practices just to come and teach us.
My biggest dream is to be able to contribute to the health care system of Zimbabwe as a whole. I
want to be able to fully understand the methods of preventing a variety of diseases and propose
to the health care system that they prioritize on disease prevention and screening. That way the
country can reduce the cost of disease treatment and management. I believe that it would be a
good thing also to the general population. I have realized that in our country most people only go

to the hospital when they feel that they are seriously ill. At this stage, treatment will be needed
immediately but most patients actually cannot afford the treatment. Due to lack of resources
some patients would have to go to other countries like South Africa and India for treatment or
surgery and that actually becomes too much for the patient considering that some patients come
from very poor backgrounds. Some end up just dying at home because they would have failed to
raise enough funds for their treatment on time. I believe it would be better if the disease is
detected earlier so that there is enough time to make all the arrangements necessary for the
treatment. I pray that one day I would be able to come up with great ideas to improve this
situation; I know it is possible especially if I am to meet more people who share the same mind
with me in future. It is really painful to be a doctor who only gives proper diagnosis but has
nothing more to offer to the patient because of lack of resources. I do not wish to be a doctor
who always complains about lack of medical facilities in the country but I also want to play a
part in trying to improve the situation. I want to be able to make life better for the generations
that will come after me. This sponsorship has taught me that you can do anything in this world as
long as you put your mind and all your efforts in it. Hence I believe that my dream shall surely
come true one day!
I am also a Christian; my favorite scripture reading is in Deuteronomy 28Vs8 “The Lord shall
command the blessing upon thee in thy store houses, and in all that thou settest thine hand
unto…” This just encourages me to be brave enough to set up my goals, work hard and be
determined to achieve them, then the Lord Almighty will command a blessing upon them. I read
it every morning before I go to school and it keeps me going, gives me hope even when things
are tough.

THANK YOU!!!!!!!

